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1st AIRS International Expert Workshop 
Advancing Interdisciplinary Research in Singing: Development, Pedagogy, Well-being
Themes and Variations
ICMPC10 Pre-Convention Event

University of Hokkaido, Japan, August 24, 2008     4 pm – 7 pm

A major international research collaboration entitled “AIRS - Advancing Interdisciplinary Research in Singing ” (http://vre.upei.ca/airs) includes over 60 scholars from more than a dozen countries. One of its first formal activities is the 1st AIRS International Expert Workshop taking place August 24, 2008 just prior to the opening of the 10th International Conference of Music Perception and Cognition (ICMPC10) at Hokkaido University, August 25-29. The workshop is co-chaired by AIRS Project Director Professor Annabel Cohen (University of Prince Edward Island, Canada) and Professor Mayumi Adachi (Hokkaido University, Japan), chair of the Organizing Committee of ICMPC10. 

The AIRS Expert Workshop brings together AIRS researchers from Japan, Canada, Australia, Finland, China, UK, Austria and USA. They will share information among themselves as well as with the greater ICMPC10 audience, both students and faculty.

Each of the AIRS research themes – Development,  Pedagogy, and Well-being-- will be introduced by a specialist researcher, and papers providing specific research examples within these themes will be presented.  Professor Sandra Trehub (University of Toronto, Canada) will provide a commentary on the material presented. Open discussion will follow. 

Proceedings of this 1st AIRS Expert Workshop will be published in Psychomusicology: A Journal of Music Cognition. The issue will be dedicated to Johan Sundberg, a member of the AIRS collaboration and an eminent contributor to the science of singing for over four decades.

Presentations on AIRS have been and will be made at several other International Meetings over the summer, but the University of Hokkaido ICMPC10 venue draws together the largest group of key AIRS researchers with the aim of advancing this exciting new international interdisciplinary initiative on singing. 

Sponsorship of the AIRS Expert Workshop from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada is gratefully acknowledged.

1st  AIRS International Expert Workshop – Provisional Program

Advancing Interdisciplinary Research in Singing: Themes and Variations
ICMPC10 Pre-Convention Event

University of Hokkaido, Japan, August 24, 2008     4 pm – 7 pm

Welcome and Introductory remarks - Mayumi Adachi  (co-chair) 

Overview: AIRS- Advancing Interdisciplinary Research in Singing  -Annabel Cohen  (co-chair)

Theme 1 –Development. –Laurel Trainer 

-Esther Mang – Intermediate Vocalization in Early Childhood                                                                                         

-Takayuki Nakata and Sandra Trehub -Infant-directed singing, neutral singing, and infant directed speech

-Bradley Vines & Gottfried Schlaug -. Melodic Intonation Therapy and Non-invasive brain stimulation in language-impaired stroke patients

Theme 2 - Pedagogy – Graham Welch

-Jane Ginsborg - Methodological approaches to the study of expert singers' practice and rehearsal strategies: The benefits and challenges of video
-Maija Fredrikson – Singing in toddlers: Qualitative research in education
10 minute break
_________________________________________________________________________
Theme 3 - Well-being 
Multicultural Understanding – Introduction (Kate Stevens)

     -Godfrey Baldacchino (short video)

      -Mayumi Adachi - Happy and sad songs in Japanese and English children

      Intergenerational Understanding – Introduction (Ian Cross) 


     -Rachel Heydon (short video):  Introducing a model of an intergenerational art program

     Singing and Well-being - Introduction (Jennifer Nicol)


    -Graham Welch Review of Sing-Up - singing and well-being studies in the UK

Invited Discussant: Sandra Trehub

Open Discussion – brief comments are welcome  throughout from other AIRS researchers, Isabelle Peretz, Lauren Stewart, Richard Parncutt, David Huron attending the ICMPC10

Closing Remarks:  Mayumi Adachi

Note: Presenters  have the opportunity to publish their papers in Psychomusicology, Dec. 2008; Presenters should e-mail drafts of their presentations to acohen@upei.ca and Sandra.trehub@utoronto.ca by August 15.   This will enable Sandra Trehub to prepare as discussant, and will enable the review of manuscripts for those who are submitting to Psychomusicology.  Manuscripts of approximately 5000-6000 words should be submitted as WORD or pdf files in APA format. 

Participants in AIRS ICMPC10  Pre-Convention Symposium
Japan
Mayumi Adachi, Department of Psychology (ICMPC10 chair) – Hokkaido University, Japan

Takayuki Nakata, Department of Psychology – Future University of Hakodate, Japan

Canada
**Godfrey Baldacchino – Island Studies/Sociology Anthropology, U. Prince Edward Island (by video)

Annabel J. Cohen - Department of Psychology (AIRS Project  Director) – U. Prince Edward Island

Jennifer Nicol - Department of Psychology – University of Saskatchewan

**Rachel Heydon – Department of Education – University of Western Ontario (by video)

*Isabel Peretz – Department of Psychology – Université de Montréal

Laurel Trainor – McMaster Institute for Music and Mind – McMaster University

Sandra Trehub – Department of Psychology – University of Toronto, Canada

Bradley Vines – Department of Psychiatry – University of British Columbia, Canada

*Susan O’Neill – Faculty of Music – University of Western Ontario

Hong Kong
Esther Mang, Hong Kong Baptist College

Finland
Maija Fredrikson, University of Oulo

Austria
*Richard Parncutt –  Department of Music, University of Graz

Australia
Kate Stevens, University of Western Sydney

UK
Ian Cross – Department of Music – Cambridge University

Jane Ginsborg – Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning, Royal Northern College of Music, UK 

Graham Welch – Department of Education – University of London, UK

*Lauren Stewart – Music, Mind, & Brain – University of London, Goldsmiths

US
*David Huron – Department of Music, Ohio State University

*not confirmed    

**Short video presentations of Godfrey Baldacchino and Rachel Heydon will allow introduction of the team leaders for the two areas, multi-cultural understanding and international understanding respectively.  Videos will be prepared over the summer and will be incorporated into a power-point.


